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Supplementary Figure 1. A, B) Equivalent body weight of mice before and after 10 days of 

social defeat. During the 10 days of stress exposure mice of all groups gained about 0.5 to 1 g 

body weight. nC = 16, nS = 15, nR = 15. C) Elevated corticosterone concentrations in the 

plasma of susceptible mice at day 12, two days after the end of the social defeat paradigm. 

nC = 13, nS = 14, nR = 7. D) Decreased total numbers of thymocytes two days after 10 days of 

social defeat in susceptible and resilient mice. nC = 4, nS = 5, nR = 5. E) The score of agonistic 

interactions did not differ between susceptible and resilient mice indicating that resilience did 

not result from differences in aversive experiences. nS = 14, nR = 14. *: p < .05, **: p < .01. 
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Supplementary material and methods 

Corticosterone analysis 

The day after the social interaction test, 13 control, 14 susceptible, and 7 resilient animals 

were sacrificed for blood collection and organ dissection. Animals were deeply anesthetized 

and the thorax opened. Blood was taken from the right ventricle before transcardial perfusion 

with ice-cold PBS, collected in EDTA prepared microtubes (Sarstedt, Nümbrecht, Germany) 

and centrifuged for 5 min at 2000 g. Plasma was taken and stored at –20°C until analysis. All 

blood samples were taken within a maximum of 3 min from touching the animal’s cage. 

Corticosterone levels were assessed in duplicates from plasma samples as described before 

(Buschert et al., 2016) utilizing a commercially available ELISA kit (IBL International 

GmbH, Hamburg, Germany). 

 

Thymus cell count 

The thymus was dissected from 4 control, 5 susceptible and 5 resilient mice the day after the 

social interaction test, at day 12 of the experiment. A single cell suspension was obtained by 

pressing the tissue through a 100 µm cell strainer using a syringe plunger. Cells were counted 

using a CASY cell counter (Roche, Mannheim, Germany). 
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